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Dear Cllr Aitken 
 
Post-legislative scrutiny of the Community Empowerment Act 2015: 
community asset transfers 
 
The Committee is now nearing the end of oral evidence-taking and 
information-gathering on the Community Empowerment (Scotland) Act 2015.1  
The focus has been on how effective the 2015 Act has been in empowering 
grassroots groups to step up and take on important new roles in their 
communities; whether this is participating directly in the local work of public 
bodies (Part 3) or directly managing land or buildings for local benefit (Part 5). 
  
This work arose directly from the digital listening exercise the Committee 
started last year, when we sought views on what “community wellbeing” 
means. This garnered a fantastic response, with hundreds of contributions 
from individuals and community groups across Scotland. Community 
empowerment is clearly an issue people are passionate about.  
 
As the sphere of government closest to communities, councils have a vital 
role to play in catalysing community empowerment, including in ways set out 
in the 2015 Act. We are grateful to all those in local government who have 
engaged in our scrutiny thus far.  
 
One issue to have arisen in our information-gathering concerns ALEOs – 
arms-length external organisations set up by councils to take on particular 
roles, such as running sports facilities for the public. We heard views that –
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community groups are quite often frustrated in the efforts to have an under-
used asset transferred to them under Part 5 of the Act because it turns out 
that the asset belongs to an ALEO and not to the council.  
 
There were also views that, whilst this might arise in any local authority area 
where ALEOs have been created, it seemed to be more of an issue in 
Scotland’s two big urban councils – Glasgow and Edinburgh.    
 
The Committee agreed that it was important to try to understand this issue 
better before we report next year and to give Edinburgh City and the City of 
Glasgow council the opportunity to comment on these views. t would be very 
helpful if you could share with us— 
 
a. any figures showing what proportion of local authority assets for your area 

are owned by ALEOS (whether measured by total asset value or number 
of assets, or both); 

 
b. any relevant statistics or other data you hold in relation to asset transfer 

requests, for instance, how many of these turn out to be for assets owned 
or controlled by ALEOs and what this is as a percentage of overall asset 
transfer requests, etc 
 

c. your views (if any) as to whether ALEOS should be covered by Part 5 of 
the 2015 Act? Could the current situation be called a “loophole”? 
 

d. any other information or views on this issue you might consider relevant, 
and which might help the Committee with our inquiry.  
 

For information, I am also writing to COSLA requesting information and views 
on the interaction between ALEOs and Part 5 of the Bill, as well as on other 
matters to do with our scrutiny of the 2015 Act.  
 
Our concluding evidence session with the Scottish Government is on 13 
January. If possible, it would be helpful to receive a response by before that 
date. A response by later in January would still be of use to the Committee as 
it prepares its report. I expect any response would also be welcomed by all 
those with an interest in local empowerment. It is our hope that there will be 
time for the report to be debated in the Chamber before the Parliament 
dissolves for the 2021 election.  
 
Yours sincerely  

 
James Dornan 
Convener 
Local Government and Communities Committee 


